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Renaissance
rambler

Kevin McCloud is (o leave
the property slump behind and
Sour Europe, following in the
foorsteps of the aristocrats of the
rth, 18th and 19th centuries.
¥eyin's Grand Tour — filming
w for broadcast on C4 late
s wear — sees the Grand
n= host travel from

% to Istanbul, taking in
= art and architecture of
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sc=s the route of the Grand
owr. a historical rite of
pe==ane for the upper classes.
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Back on the beat

Fobbie Coltrane is Lo return to TV crime drama
Sor the first time since the last one-off episode of
= in 2006 Murderiand, a new three-parier
tells the story of a murder through the
different character each week:
detective Gordon Hain (Caltrane),
the murdered woman, and the
victim's traumatised daughter.
Written by David Firie iMurder
Rooms, The Waman in Whita),
Murderiand is described as an
amotional thriller
about redemption
1 and revenge,
Sepie Coltrans has due to starl
2 mew case to solve in June.

ALSO ... Lucy Davis (The Office) will return to
TV = Married, Single, Other — a comedy
for 1TV from the executive producer of

f Balf Little co-stars. @ Filming has
sarted on BBCTs new version of Jane Austen’s
=2, Romola Garai ([ Capture the Castle)

rag with Michael Gambon, Tamsin Greig,
athurst and Jonny Lee Miller,
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POINT OF VIEW BY

SHAZIA MIRZA

“My top tip for doing
well on a panel show?
Pretend youTe a bloke”

ErNG 0N 4 comedy panel show is like
B}'nur first kiss — il scems exciling at the

Lime but afterwards voure sure you got it
all wrong, And il you're 2 rising comedian the
main vehicle for getting on TV is a pane] show.

Whe'd want to go on one, though? Ive lends
who've been on Mook the Week who say, "INever
again!” Yoo have Lo fight, shout, be rade, arro-
gant and cocky to get a word in. 1t's a male-
dominated arena. Some women do well. Gina
Yashere is preal on il, but then there’s nothing
like & funny, brash, black woman to make white,
slightly repressed, middle-class Oxbridge boys
nervous. They wouldnt dare interrupt.

There are complaints from people who say
“wly don’t we see more women on these shows?”
or, “the ones that do go on are just not funny”
Well, a lot of female comics don't want o go on,
some zo on and never gel asked back, some just
never get asked. They find other places to shine,
like on their own siteom, or in 2 skeleh show
where they don't have to be so aggressive and
where their confidence is not destroved by back-
stage and on-stage compeliliveness.

Some panel shows use a tried and tested
formula: Funny Men + Totty = Hilarious
Comedy. While the men are being funny, the
women can be sexy, cute and flirtations. Why on

“T'd love to be on a

show drooling over
Dermot O'Leary
or Steve Jones”

earth would they need funny women on there as
well? Big Fat Quiz of the Year has had Denise
Van Outen, Claudia Winkleman, Lily Allen, Cat
Deeley and Trisha Goddard! Their partners
were all male comics. Why can't we have a panel
show based on Funny Women + Pretty Men? I'd
clamour to get on that one, droeling over
Dermot OF Leary or Steve Jones,

HI MOST DESTRARLE show for comics to

| be on is Heve I Got Nesos For Yoo Dwent

an in Movember 2001, when T'd only been

doing stand-up for a vear. [ thought it would be

like appearing at Stringlellows - one woman

being stared at by many men, Bul armed with 2
couple of gags and a burkha, on T went.

Paul Merlon's guest was Boris Johnson — who
was funnier, prettier, and better dressed than
me. [ was on lan Hislops leam. He was lovely -
it's hard not 1o lilke a man when he looks like
vour favourite teddy bear. But T was so nervous
on air I kept banging my leg against the table
underneath. After hitting Tan a fow times, [ bet
he thought, “This woman’s o bit forward.” Sorry
Tam, il was jusl nerves.

Thankfully, T did COF. Angus Deayion asked

me some gquestions, so 1 could be
funny, and though we lost, 1 didn't
feel too bad as I'd heard belore
zoing on the show that Tan's
team never wins!
My top Lip for doing well
on a panel show? Pretend
voure a bloke on a
building site, seream,
swear, get friendly
with the edit man
_ and go well armed
with one-liners Lo
© fire at anyone who
C gels in vour way,
Alternatively,
arowW o penis,
drink a pint
of Lestosterone
and shout like
vou've jusl

Seell your
tax Wl
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