COMEDY REVIEW: Shazia Mirza Y Theatre, Leicester

Comedian Shazia Mirza entertained a small but appreciative audience. Starting to warm up the predominantly female audience by saying, "Ooh, it is cold, innit?" might be counter-intuitive, but it worked.

Confidently involving the audience she took two ladies' bags on stage and looked through the contents. "Laura Ashley in a recession?" she pointedly remarked.

On another table of ladies the brown-skinned and white-skinned were apparently sitting in an "apartheid" manner.

"Works outing, is it?" Well, sort of. Turns out they were all from a primary care trust and facing possible redundancy, but despite this still laughed loudest.

There was a lengthy routine about being invited to visit the Queen and Prince Philip at Buckingham Palace; 400 influential Indians had been invited (Mirza is, of course, from Pakistan), and this was the now infamous occasion where, on seeing a nameplate of "Patel", Philip remarked "there's a lot of your family in tonight".

The Sun newspaper was mildly castigated for its coverage, and perhaps punches were pulled here, but then Mirza neatly turned the story back to one of her themes – her mother wanting her to be married – in a very satisfying manner.

As she said herself, this was perfect material for a multi-racial audience in Leicester, but "don't tell some of these jokes at work".

