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Comedy

Detention deficit disorder

Whenourintern, Pete
Davey, informedushe had
fond memories ofbeing
taught science at Langdon
Park School, E14, by Shazia
Mirza—who has since
swapped the blackboard for
standup—we senthimto
meet herfor aquick catch-up
At school, we couldn’t get our
heads round you becoming a
comedian.

‘Well, ] always liked comedy and I'd
done it before at drama school, so I

didn’'t seeany reason why Ishouldn’t
performit.’

Did your teaching experiences
provide inspiration for your
routine?

‘God, yes! I used touse you lot as
material all the time.”

You don't miss Langdon Park
School, then?

“No! The kids I taught never wanted to
learnanyway. I went back there tofilm
“Fuck Off: I'm a Hairy Woman” for the
BBC and spoke to the headmaster. He
seemed like he was having a very bad
day. Ithought:I'm giad Idon’t haveto
dothisany more. Sone, I don't missit.”

‘Beingacomicis like
teaching, except
your audience is
usually marginally
better behaved’

Wouild you have missed teaching
if you'd taught at schoolina
privileged area, ratherthanata
school where the pupils canbe
quite challenging?

‘Maybe. It must be amazing to teach at
aniceschool, but I don't think thereare
any left in London, ot the country, for
that matter. Hearing about teenagers
now—the violenceand the gunsand
kids beating people up—why would I
miss that?’

Teens are in the news a lot for
committing crimes - what can
be done about bad hehaviour?
“There’s only somuch anyone can do.
Alotof it’s to do with parents who
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don't care about their kids, Those
kids then repeat what their parents
have done, and they don’t work, they
get pregnant really young... Do you
still see anyone from class? Do they
still live in Bow —and prison?’

Not many, but the ones 1 have
soon have kids. One of thom
went to prison for beating upa
maninthe park.

‘God, why've they gone like
that? They werebadin
school but I'd thought
they’'dgrowup.’

Does it make you sad to
hear stuff like that about
your former pupils?

‘Ijust thought they were
naughty kids from disruptive
families, They didn't have much
money and their parents weren't
arounda lot, butIthought maybe
when they integrated into
society. .. LikeDizzee: Dizzee

Rascal, he went to the same school and
worked his way out. I thought they'd all
try. WhenIhearon the news that
another youngster has been stabbed,
sometimes [ do think: Could that beone
of thekids who I used toteach?

What did you do after you lefi
Langdon?

‘Itaught ina few other schools, then
went part-time and did some supply
teaching. [started going toa
comedy-writing classand my
teacher suggested that I start
performing. Thaven’t taught for
about five years.

How did you feel before your
first gig?

‘It was inabarin Brixton, with no
microphone. I'll let that speak for
itself. It was good, though. Idid
loads of underground gigs,
which wereterrifying but
alwaysexhilarating.
Istilldothemnow.”

What’s it like on stage?

‘I's like being ina classroom except, of
course, there's a subtle difference
when you're on stage your audience is
marginally better behaved. Nobody
tries to jump out the window toescape.
Nobody stands upand says, “Fucking
hell, Miss, thisisreally shit!” When
you've been a teacher, comedy is the
easiest thing ever. You're trained to
keep someone’s attention for an entire
hour. In the classroom I'd try to
demonstratea chemical experiment,
but couldn’t turn my back because one
of the kids would try toseta tableon
fire. When you've faced that, youcan
face anything on stage.’

Did you realise that wearing the
burga when you became a comic
would court so much interest?
‘Iworeitasan experiment, but the hype
surrounding it was ridiculous. It
wasn't really me, [ didn’t wear aburga
when I was teaching. [ wore it for five
months tosee how it'd go.

Ididn't know that a couple of guys
would fly planes into the World Trade
Center and peoplewould associate the
twothings. Tothisday

I still get people asking meif I knew the
guys whoblew the towers up.’

You've moved on from ridiculing
post-9/11 islamophobia,

E haven't you?

“Yes, you've got to evolve. [used to

= tell silly one-liners about being a
. Muslim, but now my comedy is more

about me. You have tobeastrong
person to goonstage and talk
honestly about what you think and
feel, which is a scary thought if you
don’t know yourself that well. That's
why my matetial has changed.’

What's comingup?

T'mgoing tobe performing my new
show, ‘A Portrait of Shazia Mirza’, at the
Edinburgh Festival. It was inspired by 2
visittothe National Portrait Gallery.
Friends had been telling me that my
portrait was on the wall there. I went
along and there was Nelson Mandela,
David Beckhamand soon... anda
picture of me right next to them. [
made a routine out of how ridiculous
it felt, Imean, I just tell jokes —how
did I wangle myself a spotin the
National Portrait Gallery next to
Nelson Mandela?

Shazia will be performing at The
Funny Side... Qf Covent Garden on
Saturday and at Brou HaHa Comedy
on Wednesday. See listings for delails.
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